Comparison of two patients with similar facial pain complaints of dental and non-dental etiologies.
The medical and lay communities have become more aware of the role of dentistry in the diagnosis and management of facial pain disorders. In some cases, the patient or physician may presume that a facial pain complaint is of odontogenic origin and seek the opinion of a dental practitioner. While the majority of facial pain complaints may be due to dental pathologies, some may also be due to non-dental causes. The diagnostic acumen of the dentist must include a basic understanding of non-dental causes for facial pain as well as those related to dentistry. The following case reports may serve to underscore this observation.